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SECOND PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
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/ 



Dear Sir: 

Please amend the above-identified U.S. Patent Application by deleting claims 1-11; 
claims 15-43; and claims 46-65, and substituting new claims 66-83, clean copies of which 
follow: 



66. A system for operating a spiral wound membrane element that includes back- 
flushing, which system comprises: 

a feed tank holding a volume of feed solution; 

a spiral wound membrane element having a permeate carrier sheet, a feed 
spacer sheet, and a membrane filter layer sheet which element is aligned generally vertically 
within said feed tank, means confining said spiral wound membrane to a generally cylindrical 
configuration with said element being open to axial flow at both ends thereof; 

a vacuum system in fluid connection with said permeate carrier sheet within 
said element for applying vacuum thereto to create driving pressure needed to cause the feed 
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